W hy do young people study psychology? Together with medicine and law, psychology has been one of the most popular studies for years in the Netherlands. Unlike for example medicine, many students drop out during the first year. Why? I still remember the great disappointment of fellow students around me. A lot of research facts that seem completely insignificant outside the context of the research or experiment, and a lot of statistical education, in order to "massage" the data in the expected or desired direction. This was about "everyone in general", but rarely if ever about "someone in particular", while the latter was precisely the reason that interested students made their choice. Their interest was aroused by literature, or by their own emotions and cognitions. The students come in "as sponges", to be overloaded and saturated with a lot of little or inconsistent research facts. Now, more than 30 years later, I still regularly hear from our first and sometimes second-year students that they had completely different expectations of the study of psychology. Especially my coursebrain and technology -is often far removed from expectations. Every now and then I start the conversation with one or a few of the disappointed. What did they expect, what do they want to know?
